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s fiscal 2023 commenced in July, WITW brought viewers content that
highlighted the ways we seek out and experience nature, travel, and adventure.
Included were a new season of Expedition with Steve Backshall and three new series -
America Outdoors with Baratunde Thurston about our relationship with nature; The
Green Planet with Sir David Attenborough who uncovers the secret lives of plants;
and The Great Muslim American Road Trip, a three-part series that followed rapper
Mona Haydar and her husband Sebastian Robins as they embarked on a journey
from Chicago along Route 66 in search of America’s Muslim roots. wttw.com offered
summer recipes and refreshing cocktails to everyone’s alfresco gatherings special.
Other notable programs included the year’s A Capitol Fourth concert live from
the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol; Joe Papp in Five Acts: American Masters, about
the legendary theatre producer; new seasons of Grantchester and COBRA; a NOVA
episode on the James Webb Telescope and another on alien worlds; and a POV
film about a community in Greenland anticipating the benefits from a proposed
smelting plant.

This month, WFMT presented five concerts from the Grant Park Music Festival
including the annual Independence Day Salute and a special CenterStage chamber
music performance featuring the Project Inclusion String Quartet. Sounds from
Ravinia Festival included the Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s season debut featuring
pianist Stewart Goodyear, plus three Monday evening chamber music performances
recorded in the Martin Theatre featuring Jonathan Biss, Miriam Fried, and the
Emerson String Quartet. Also, the Los Angeles Philharmonic concerts returned
for a new season and Introductions presented a live program from Chicago’s Navy
Pier. Visitors to wfmt.com found a lively summer road trip playlist, a guide to all of
the area’s summer music festivals, and a list of outdoor concert must-haves - from
drinks to seats to sunscreen.
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https://video.wttw.com/show/expedition/
https://video.wttw.com/show/america-outdoors-baratunde-thurston/
https://video.wttw.com/show/green-planet/
https://video.wttw.com/show/green-planet/
https://video.wttw.com/show/great-muslim-american-road-trip/
https://video.wttw.com/show/capitol-fourth/
https://video.wttw.com/show/grantchester/
https://video.wttw.com/show/cobra/
https://video.wttw.com/video/winters-yearning-dkcfrs/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/01/11/grant-park-music-festival-announces-full-2022-season/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/07/11/pianist-stewart-goodyear-on-the-magic-of-music/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/07/11/miriam-fried-and-jonathan-biss-violin-piano-duos/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/07/23/live-introductions-in-the-community-at-navy-pier
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/07/23/live-introductions-in-the-community-at-navy-pier
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s summer drew to a close, it was an exciting time for WTTW drama and mystery
lovers, with new episodes of (and exclusive recaps of) Shakespeare & Hathaway,
Grantchester, and COBRA, and the premiere of the second season of Guilt - the story
of a drunken hit-and-run in Edinburgh and how increasingly farcical attempts to
cover it up spiral out of control, changing lives forever.

Also in August, WITW provided a front-row seat to a special first-time event from
New York’s Metropolitan Opera - the original five-act French version of Verdi’s Don
Carlos, set against the backdrop of the Spanish Inquisition, starring Chicago area
native Matthew Polenzani in the title role. Continuing with the classical music theme,
the schedule included this year’s Vienna Philharmonic Summer Night Concert from
Austria’s Schonbrunn Palace, featuring cellist Gautier Capucon conducted by Andris
Nelsons. Nature followed Dogs in the Land of Lions and The Bat Man of Mexico, POV
covered political transitions in Zimbabwe and the effects of a euphoria-inducing
plant in Ethiopia, and a new three-part series revealed the scandalous story of The
Boleyns.

WEFMT brought audiences four new concerts from Grant Park Music Festival,
including Haydn’s oratorio The Creation with soprano and Chicago native Janai
Brugger, tenor Duke Kim, and bass-baritone Douglas Williams. The WFEMT Opera
Series presented four French Baroque chamber operas plus Handel’s first opera,
Almira. Also, WFMT aired five concerts from Ravinia Festival, launched a new series
from California Symphony, and welcomed Ukrainian musicians on Introductions.
On wfmt.com, WFEMT'’s experts ranked their top 10 Verdi works, shared the long
and fascinating history of Mozart'’s Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, and took a close look
at Don Carlo - originally a French-language opera usually performed in Italian
but set in Spain. Finally, WFMT explored how languages like French, Italian, and
German became common languages in opera.



https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/recaps
https://video.wttw.com/show/grantchester/
https://video.wttw.com/show/cobra/
https://video.wttw.com/show/guilt/
https://video.wttw.com/video/dogs-land-lions-887wdi/
https://video.wttw.com/video/the-bat-man-of-mexico-wdjcdg/
https://video.wttw.com/video/president-trailer/
https://video.wttw.com/show/boleyns-scandalous-family/
https://video.wttw.com/show/boleyns-scandalous-family/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/08/19/season-finale-haydn-creation/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/08/13/handels-almira/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/08/13/handels-almira/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/03/24/ravinia-festivals-2022-lineup-brings-signature-music-mix-bevy-of-guests/
https://www.wfmt.com/programs/california-symphony/
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B eginning on September 18, WTTW presented The U.S. and the Holocaust, an
important new Ken Burns film revealing how the American people grappled
with one of the greatest humanitarian crises of the twentieth century, and how
this struggle tested the ideals of our democracy by examining with fresh eyes the
periods leading up to and during the Holocaust. WTTW created a special microsite

for this eye-opening series that included related content, including a look at the
history and architecture of the Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center.

September also marked the beginning of Hispanic Heritage Month with The 35th
Hispanic Heritage Awards, which honored the multi-genre rock band Los Lobos,
among several other programs in observance of the occasion. Other highlights
included the Sister Boniface Mysteries and Van der Valk; two Great Performances:
Intimate Apparel and Black Lucy and the Bard, Lucy Worsley Investigates, the nature
program Lion: The Rise and Fall of the Marsh Pride, and Mary Berry hosting The
Jubilee Pudding: 70 Years in the Baking. On wttw.com, Geoffrey Baer explored
architectural sites illustrating the history of Latinos in the Chicago area, and WITW
also shared a special salsa recipe perfect for celebrating Mexican Independence Day.

WEMT also marked Hispanic Heritage Month with a special two-hour episode of
WEMT Presents hosted by Fiesta’s Elbio Barilari, who aired contemporary classical
music by Latino composers. Gustavo Dudamel and the Los Angeles Philharmonic
featured mezzo-soprano J'Nai Bridges in Peter Lieberson’s Neruda Songs, and The
Lincoln Trio appeared on Impromptu. And Listening to Singers host Oliver Camacho
sat down for a revealing interview with Mexican-American tenor and Ryan Opera
Center alumnus René Barbera. On wfmt.com, audiences discovered 10 Spanish-
language operas; explored Studs Terkel’s conversations about Latin American culture,
art, and history; and learned about 15 Latino musicians who have changed classical
music.
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ctober brought a new fall season of new content on WTTW, including a project
from Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Making Black America: Through the Grapevine.
This four-part series chronicles the vast social networks and organizations created
by and for Black people that transformed our country. Rick Steves explored the Art of
Europe; Antiques Roadshow made stops in Palm Springs, Reno, and Grand Rapids;

and on Sunday nights, WTTW aired series centered on female detectives, Miss Scarlet
and the Duke, Annika, and Magpie Murders. There was also the premiere of the new
PBS Kids series Rosie’s Rules, following the adventures of an inquisitive 5-year-old
girl just starting to learn about the world beyond her home. On the website, users
discovered how the filmed adaptation of Magpie Murders differed from Anthony
Horowitz’s novel; got Geoffrey Baer’s top picks for Open House Chicago; and tried
recipes from new seasons of Lidia’s Kitchen and Sara’s Weeknight Meals.

On WEMT, a new special, Music and Conversation with Sheku Kanneh-Mason,
featured music from the celebrated cellist’'s new album, Song. The Milwaukee
Symphony Orchestra season opened with a world premiere by Eric Nathan and
Aaron Diehl performing Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue. Hispanic Heritage Month
continued with European Baroque dance rhythms in South America, and WFMT
highlighted Polish Heritage Month by highlighting the Warsaw Autumn Festival.
And Verdi’s Aida from LA Opera featured three outstanding Black singers in principal
roles. On wfmt.com for Halloween, WEMT offered a playlist of cinema’s best horror
movie soundtracks, and some classical “candy” from Leonard Bernstein, Maurice
Ravel, Amy Beach, and more.

On a sad note, this month WTTW and WFMT lost longtime trustee John Brennan,
who passed away at age 60. During his 18 years on the board, he was an active and
engaged leader, serving on almost every committee. He has been greatly missed.
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https://video.wttw.com/show/making-black-america/
https://schedule.wttw.com/episodes/583262/Rosies-Rules/Abuelas-Birthday/Cat-Mail/
https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2022/11/15/magpie-muders-comparison
https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2022/10/12/geoffrey-baers-open-house-chicago-2022-picks
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/10/06/music-and-conversation-with-sheku-kanneh-mason/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/11/10/aaron-diehl-plays-price-and-gershwin
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/10/25/the-warsaw-autumn-festival
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/10/29/verdis-aida-2/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/10/26/playlist-13-horror-movie-soundtracks-you-should-know/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/10/26/playlist-13-horror-movie-soundtracks-you-should-know/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/10/03/john-brennan-18-year-wttw-wfmt-trustee-has-died-age-60/
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Taken Hostage: American Experience

—

Orion Ensemble

Photo: Matt Barnes

photo credit Associated Press

Native America

I'm Paris Schutz.
I'm Brandis
Friedman. This is
Chicago Tonight,
from WTTW News.

Tutankhamun: Allies & Enemies

Raven Chacon

Photo: Steve Ewert for WTTW
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his month, WTTW continued its Sunday evening triple bill of female-led British
crime dramas featuring Lesley Manville as inquisitive book editor Susan
Ryeland on Magpie Murders; Nicola Walker as the wry and charming police squad
chief Annika; and Kate Phillips as a fearless Victorian private eye in the second
season of Miss Scarlet and the Duke. Viewers also relived a seminal event from 1979

in the two-part Taken Hostage: An American Experience Special, about the Iran
hostage crisis - its causes and resolution; commemorated the 100th anniversary
of the opening of King Tut’s tomb in Tutankhamun: Allies & Enemies; and got some
helpful tips for the perfect dinner from our Thanksgiving cooking marathon. And
on another note, WTTW News and Chicago Tonight provided extensive coverage
of, and a comprehensive Voter Guide to, the 2022 midterm elections to help voters
make informed choices at the polls.

This year’s Native American Heritage Month content on WITW included a new
American Masters profile of Indigenous folk singer Buffy Sainte-Marie; The Warrior
Tradition, about Native Americans’ experiences in the military; and the Native
America series. The website also featured a recipe from an indigenous chef striving
to popularize Native American cuisine and a rundown of Chicago locales where
traces of Native peoples still exist.

WEFMT presented conversations with Native American composer Raven Chacon
on winning the Pulitzer Prize for Music, Joffrey Ballet’s artistic director Ashley
Wheater on the company’s collaboration with CSO, and composer Jessie Montgomery
on curating the CSO MusicNOW series. And Live from WFMT featured early music
ensemble Black Tulip, cellist Alexander Hersh and pianist Victor Santiago Asuncion,
and Orion Ensemble with violist Stephen Boe. The website highlighted five must-
listen Studs Terkel conversations about Native American history, education, and
literature; and a treatise about the musical instruments played by indigenous tribes
in the Midwest.
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https://video.wttw.com/show/magpie-murders/
https://video.wttw.com/show/annika/
https://video.wttw.com/show/miss-scarlet-duke/
https://video.wttw.com/video/part-1-taken-hostage-american-experience-a56dcc/
https://video.wttw.com/show/tutankhamun-allies-enemies/
file:///Users/tpeth/Desktop/comprehttps://news.wttw.com/elections/voters-guide/2022-general
https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2022/11/01/native-american-heritage-month-programming-2022
https://video.wttw.com/video/buffy-sainte-marie-carry-it-on-8vywlv/
https://video.wttw.com/show/warrior-tradition/
https://video.wttw.com/show/warrior-tradition/
https://video.wttw.com/show/native-america/
https://video.wttw.com/show/native-america/
https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2022/08/23/chef-envisions-industry-where-being-indigenous-chef-isnt-anomaly
https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2018/11/08/native-americans-chicago
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/11/22/music-and-conversation-with-raven-chacon/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/11/08/cso-joffrey-ballet/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/11/08/cso-joffrey-ballet/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/11/16/jessie-montgomery/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/11/14/black-tulip-5/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/11/21/alexander-hersh-cello-victor-santiago-asuncion-piano/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/11/28/orion-ensemble-stephen-boe-viola/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/11/04/6-studs-terkel-conversations-with-native-american-artists-scholars-and-activists/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/11/23/a-beginners-guide-to-indigenous-instruments-of-illinois/
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his month, WFMT launched an exciting new series - Sounds Classical, an
innovative and immersive program hosted by Kristina Lynn and LaRob K. Rafael.
Each week, they explore the sounds that listeners know - and may not know - to
discover along with them how the ever-changing and ever-expanding world around

us can influence modern-day experiences with classical music.

Throughout the month, WITW and WFMT celebrated the holidays with special

content. On WTTW, viewers watched an all-day cooking marathon and, in Mary
Berry’s Ultimate Christmas, got tips for prepping, shopping, and making a memorable
meal, Mary Berry-style. And for something completely different, the new Anthony
Williams’ Urban Nutcracker retold this treasured story blending the rhythms of Duke
Ellington with the classical music of Tchaikovsky. Also, viewers enjoyed Dreaming
of a Jewish Christmas; journeyed to the Arctic with Nature; marked the holiday with
local music specials Wheaton College Christmas Festival and Christmas at DePaul;
and were gifted with another all-new Call the Midwife Holiday Special. On a separate
note, two American Masters documentaries focused on the Nobel Prize-winning
Saul Bellow and the comedy of talk show host Dick Cavett and irreverent comedian
Groucho Marx.

WFMT, as always, presented a wide and diverse array of classical music to
celebrate the holidays, including WFMT Presents: A Mexican Christmas, featuring
music from the Newberry Consort and EnsAmble Ad-Hoc; Ballad of the Brown King
and Other Music for Christmas by Black Composers, curated and hosted by Dr. Louise
Toppin; and A Polish Christmas curated by Lucyna Migala and featuring recordings
by Chicago’s Lira Ensemble. And as always, WEMT aired A Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols from King’s College, the St. Olaf Christmas Festival, and the Music of
the Baroque Holiday Brass and Choral Concert. The website also curated a playlist
of eight musical works to celebrate Hanukkah.
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https://www.wfmt.com/programs/sounds-classical
https://video.wttw.com/show/mary-berrys-ultimate-christmas/
https://video.wttw.com/show/mary-berrys-ultimate-christmas/
https://video.wttw.com/show/anthony-williams-urban-nutcracker/
https://video.wttw.com/show/anthony-williams-urban-nutcracker/
https://video.wttw.com/show/dreaming-jewish-christmas/
https://video.wttw.com/show/dreaming-jewish-christmas/
https://video.wttw.com/video/american-arctic-yldakd/
https://video.wttw.com/show/wheaton-college-christmas-festival-through-his-own-redeeming-love/
https://video.wttw.com/show/christmas-depaul/
https://video.wttw.com/video/the-adventures-of-saul-bellow-tswuvt/
https://video.wttw.com/video/groucho-cavett-uxozhl/
https://video.wttw.com/video/groucho-cavett-uxozhl/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/12/20/a-mexican-christmas/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/12/25/ballad-of-the-brown-king-and-other-music-for-christmas-by-black-composers/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/12/27/a-polish-christmas-with-lira-ensemble/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/12/24/a-festival-of-nine-lessons-and-carols-5/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/12/24/a-festival-of-nine-lessons-and-carols-5/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/12/24/st-olaf-2022-christmas-festival-promise-of-peace/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/12/25/music-of-the-baroque-holiday-choral-and-brass/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/12/25/music-of-the-baroque-holiday-choral-and-brass/
https://www.wfmt.com/2022/12/16/playlist-8-works-for-hanukkah/
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A s calendar year 2023 began, WTTW brought viewers new seasons of many of its
ost popular programs, including a Sunday evening triple-bill of Miss Scarlet
and the Duke, All Creatures Great and Small, and Vienna Blood. Antiques Roadshow
returned with new appraisals at stops around the country including Filoli House
and Garden in Woodside, California; Santa Fe, New Mexico; Cheekwood Estate in

Nashville, Tennessee; Idaho Botanic Garden; and Shelburne Museum in Shelburne,
Vermont. Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. continued his quest to “get into the DNA of
American culture” in a new season of Finding Your Roots; American Experience
explored the history of the lie detector and profiled author Zora Neale Hurston;
Frankie Drake Mysteries and Midsomer Murders returned with more baffling unsolved
crimes; Nature went deep into The Soul of the Ocean; and American Masters took
an intimate look at the life and work of music and civil rights icon Roberta Flack.

Throughout the month, WEMT Presents spotlighted African American
classical music leaders including composer Adolphus Hailstork and Chicago Jazz
Philharmonic founder Orbert Davis. Also in January, WFEMT debuted a new 13-part
series from the Gateways Music Festival and shared a Music of the Baroque concert
with African American countertenor Reginald Mobley in his first Chicago appearance
since 2005. Listening to Singers sat down for music and conversation with tenor
Juan Diego Florez in advance of his recital at Symphony Center, and Introductions
welcomed 18-year-old pianist Anna Knight, a recent arrival from Ukraine. Visitors
to wfmt.com tried their hand at a fun quiz that revealed what their New Year’s
resolutions should be — whether it’s taking on a new instrument or going outside
of their live music comfort zone. And to that end, they got WFMT'’s helpful rundown
of 10 new Chicago-area ensembles to watch - and listen to - in 2023.
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https://video.wttw.com/show/miss-scarlet-duke/
https://video.wttw.com/show/miss-scarlet-duke/
https://video.wttw.com/show/all-creatures-great-and-small/
https://video.wttw.com/show/vienna-blood/
https://video.wttw.com/show/antiques-roadshow/
https://video.wttw.com/show/finding-your-roots/
https://video.wttw.com/video/the-lie-detector-sgcxef/
https://video.wttw.com/video/zora-neale-hurston-claiming-a-space-zpgqfr/
https://video.wttw.com/show/frankie-drake-mysteries/
https://video.wttw.com/show/midsomer-murders-25-years-mayhem/
https://video.wttw.com/video/soul-of-the-ocean-h3quet/
https://video.wttw.com/video/roberta-flack-mnv48o/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/01/11/music-and-conversation-with-adolphus-hailstork/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/01/25/chicago-jazz-philharmonics-dusable-to-obama/
https://www.wfmt.com/programs/gateways-radio/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/01/18/music-of-the-baroque-4/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/01/28/an-interview-with-juan-diego-florez/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/01/28/an-interview-with-juan-diego-florez/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/02/25/anna-knight-19-piano/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/01/04/quiz-what-should-your-musical-new-years-resolution-be
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/01/07/artists-to-watch-in-2023/
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February is Black History Month, and for the occasion, WTTW premiered Building/
Blocks: Architecture of Chicago’s South Side, a special hosted by architecture
photographer and writer Lee Bey; Live from the Harris Theater: Adrian Dunn'’s
Emancipation, a multi-genre musical celebration of it means to be Black and free
in 21st century America; and NOVA : Star Chasers of Senegal, the story of a visionary

astronomer in West Africa studying a distant asteroid vital to a NASA mission. In
addition, wttw.com spotlighted Father Augustus Tolton, the first Black Catholic
priest in the U.S. and founder of a church on Chicago’s South Side.

Also this month, WTTW launched Firsthand: Life After Prison, the fifth in its award-
winning multiplatform, multi-year initiative focusing on the firsthand perspectives
of people facing critical issues in Chicago. The project offered an intimate look at
the challenges and opportunities facing people returning to society after spending
time in prison. The website included an interview with documentary producer/
director Mario Tharpe. And WTTW News created a Voter Guide and moderated a
live Mayoral Candidate Forum featuring eight of the nine contenders.

WFMT’s content for Black History Month continued to spotlight African American
classical music leaders this month including composers Adolphus Hailstork and
Margaret Bonds (with her Montgomery Variations), Chicago Jazz Philharmonic’s
Orbert Davis, and pianist and scholar Samantha Ege. Live from WFMT featured
performer, teacher, and scholar Dr. Rochelle Sennet; LaRob K. Rafael curated and
presented music by Black composers on his weekday morning Black Music Spotlight
and Listening to Singers featured a tribute to opera legend Leontyne Price. wfmt.com,
with Mavis Staples performing at Symphony Center that month, took a look back at
the iconoclastic Chicago singer and civil rights champion’s greatest moments on and
off stage. Also, WFMT shared five new opera titles by Black composers, including
Errollyn Wallen and Nkeiru Okoye.
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https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2023/02/01/2023-black-history-month-programming
https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2023/02/24/father-augustus-tolton
https://interactive.wttw.com/firsthand/life-after-prison
https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2023/02/07/firsthand-life-after-prison
https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2023/02/07/firsthand-life-after-prison
https://news.wttw.com/elections/voters-guide/2023/races/chicago-mayor
https://news.wttw.com/2023/02/07/wttw-news-mayoral-forum-full-show
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/02/02/wfmt-classical-conversations-chicago-jazz-philharmonic-3/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/02/24/black-music-spotlight-2-20-2-24/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/02/18/on-leontyne-price-with-kenneth-overton/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/02/01/tracing-the-life-and-career-of-chicago-icon-mavis-staples/
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2023 Gershwin Prize: Joni Mitchell

Violinist Hilary Hahn

Endeavour on Masterpiece
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his month, WITTW premiered a new program and robust companion website
featuring award-winning producer Geoffrey Baer, who took viewers on an
adventure to explore The Most Beautiful Places in Chicago, telling the stories of
how these innovative and uniquely magnificent spaces and places across Chicago'’s
neighborhoods came to be, why they are meaningful to the people who live and

work nearby, and why we should all know their histories.

March is Women'’s History Month, and WTTW celebrated with a Sunday evening
triple bill of women-centered British dramas - Call the Midwife, Sanditon, and
Marie Antoinette; an Independent Lens profile of equal rights activist Ruby Duncan;
a Gershwin Prize tribute to legendary singer-songwriter Joni Mitchell; and a replay
of several Chicago Stories specials focusing on Iconic female trailblazers and their
legendary achievements.

Separately, Agatha Christie’s Poirot returned on Thursday nights; American Masters
focused on renowned immunologist Dr. Anthony Fauci, and the crossroads between
opera and country music; and American Experience told the story of the Movement
and the “Madman’”, about an epic struggle between then-President Richard Nixon
and the antiwar protestors who foiled his plans to escalate U.S. involvement in the
Vietnam War.

WEMT Presents marked International Women’s Day with violinist Hilary Hahn in
conversation with Lisa Flynn in advance of her Symphony Center recital; a playlist
of works by women artists curated by pianist Sara Davis Buechner; and Cheryl
Frazes Hill’s treatise on conductor, chorus director, and educator Margaret Hillis.
Also, Listening to Singers sat down with the young instrumentalist Thomas Dunford,
known as “the Eric Clapton of the lute.” On wfmt.com, listeners read about Francesca
Caccini, a 17th century Italian musician credited as the first woman to write an
opera, La liberazione di Ruggiero; and took a deep dive into the creation of Joan
Tower’s Fanfare for the Uncommon Woman.
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https://interactive.wttw.com/most-beautiful-places-in-chicago
https://video.wttw.com/show/call-midwife/
https://video.wttw.com/show/sanditon/
https://video.wttw.com/show/marie-antoinette/
https://video.wttw.com/video/storming-caesars-palace-jolb2p/
https://video.wttw.com/video/joni-mitchell-library-congress-gershwin-prize/
https://interactive.wttw.com/chicago-stories/ida-b-wells
https://interactive.wttw.com/chicago-stories/jane-byrne
https://video.wttw.com/video/tony-a-year-in-the-life-of-dr-anthony-fauci-zjnloe/
https://video.wttw.com/video/in-the-making-qlzgdv/
https://video.wttw.com/video/the-movement-and-the-madman-qppgsr/
https://video.wttw.com/video/the-movement-and-the-madman-qppgsr/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/03/08/music-and-conversation-with-hilary-hahn/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/03/15/a-womens-history-month-playlist-sara-davis-buechner/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/03/22/cheryl-frazes-hill-on-margaret-hillis/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/03/11/the-impeccable-thomas-dunford/
https://www.wfmt.com/2024/03/08/the-true-story-and-inspiring-women-behind-joan-towers-iconic-fanfare-for-the-uncommon-woman/
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his month, WFMT marked a significant milestone: the 15th anniversary of
Introductions, the weekly Saturday morning series featuring the best and
brightest pre-collegiate musicians from across the Chicago region. The station
celebrated this momentous occasion with a special episode featuring young cellist
Jan Vargas Nedvetsky performing Villa-Lobos’ Song of the Black Swan; the top

trombone quartet from the Merit School of Music, The Bone Rangers, with a nod to
Marini’s Canzona; Quartet Bellezza presenting Romanze from String Quartet No. 1
by Johannes Brahms; and a performance by Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestras,
who performed the Finale from Symphony No. 3, the “Organ” Symphony, by Camille
Saint-Saéns.

Also in April, WFMT shared a curated playlist inspired by birds in celebration of
spring and WEMT Presents spotlighted the Bach Week Music Festival as it prepared
for its 50th anniversary with an upcoming new concert series. And Broadway star
and baritone Nathan Gunn sat down with host Oliver Camacho on Listening to
Singers to preview his performance as Emile de Becque in the New Philharmonic’s
April staging of South Pacific.

On the British drama front, WTTW viewers watched new seasons of Father Brown
and Death in Paradise, and enjoyed a rollicking new multi-part adaptation of Henry
Fielding’s novel Tom Jones, with the dashing Solly McLeod in the title role. For Earth
Day 2023, relevant programming throughout the month included NOVA’s Hidden
Volcano Abyss; Changing Planet with conservationist Dr. M. Sanjayan, who performs
a global environmental health check on the Earth’s most vulnerable ecosystems; the
Wild Scandinavia series, Nature: Attenborough’s Wonder of Song; and The Sun Queen
from American Experience about chemical engineer Maria Telkes, who designed and
built the world’s first successfully solar-heated modern residence. Finally, WTTW
News covered the Chicago mayoral runoff election between Paul Vallas and the
eventual winner, Brandon Johnson.
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https://www.wfmt.com/2023/03/20/introductions-wfmts-weekly-showcase-for-talented-young-musicians-celebrates-15th-anniversary/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/03/20/introductions-wfmts-weekly-showcase-for-talented-young-musicians-celebrates-15th-anniversary/
https://www.wfmt.com/2024/04/18/playlist-classical-music-inspired-by-birds/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/04/05/bach-week-festivals-50th-anniversary/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/04/08/nathan-gunn-an-american-baritone/
https://video.wttw.com/show/tom-jones/
https://video.wttw.com/show/changing-planet/
https://video.wttw.com/show/wild-scandinavia/
https://video.wttw.com/video/attenboroughs-wonder-of-song-foecda/
https://video.wttw.com/video/the-sun-queen-fyx4ty/
https://news.wttw.com/2023/04/04/paul-vallas-leads-brandon-johnson-tight-chicago-mayoral-race
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I n May, WITW highlighted Jewish American Heritage Month as well as Asian
American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month (AAPI) with dedicated content,
including a new American Masters profile of a man known as “the father of video

art,” Nam June Paik.

Also, throughout the month, WTTW shone a spotlight on food and how it brings
us together. In Lidia Celebrates America: Flavors that Define Us, chef, author, and

Italian native Lidia Bastianich traversed the country to visit first, second, and third-
generation immigrants who shared their culinary traditions and inspirations. Also,
among the many food programs, stories about food, recipes, and the Deep Dish
enewsletter, WTTW welcomed a new series, The Dooky Chase Kitchen: Leah’s Legacy,
showcasing New Orleans restaurant Treme and its late chef known as the “Queen of
Creole Cuisine”; and the return of Jacques Pépin Heart & Soul, in which the French
chef and author took a nostalgic back at his 60 eventful years in the kitchen.

Other May highlights included Fanny: The Right to Rock, the National Memorial
Day Concert, and two Great Performances specials: a celebration of 50 Years of
Broadway'’s Best, and an inclusive production of Shakespeare’s Richard II1.

WEMT brought listeners a preview of the upcoming Grant Park Music Festival
season and shared an archival performance by violinist Rachel Barton Pine of Billy
Childs’ Violin Concerto No. 2. Listening to Singers featured soprano Laura Strickling,
covered Chicago Opera Theater’s presentation of The Cook Off, a lively opera by
Mark Campbell and Shawn Okpebholo; welcomed saxophonist Julian Velasco and
pianist Winston Choi to Live from WFMT, took special requests for Mother’s Day,
and marked the 175th anniversary of the founding of Chicago’s first synagogue with
a unique Shabbat Evening service featuring Cantor David Berger, the Hyde Park
Jewish Choral Society, and the Rockefeller Chapel Choir.
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https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2023/04/26/aapi-month-programming-2023
https://interactive.wttw.com/playlist/2023/04/26/aapi-month-programming-2023
https://video.wttw.com/video/nam-june-paik-moon-is-the-oldest-tv-c7qezh/
http://www.wttw.com/food
https://video.wttw.com/show/dooky-chase-kitchen-leahs-legacy/
https://video.wttw.com/show/jacques-pepin-heart-soul/
https://video.wttw.com/video/fanny-the-right-to-rock-bn4llg/
https://video.wttw.com/show/national-memorial-day-concert/
https://video.wttw.com/show/national-memorial-day-concert/
https://video.wttw.com/video/celebrating-50-years-of-broadways-best-kirage/
https://video.wttw.com/video/celebrating-50-years-of-broadways-best-kirage/
https://video.wttw.com/video/richard-iii-fzstxb/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/05/03/the-grant-park-music-festival/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/05/03/the-grant-park-music-festival/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/05/06/laura-strickling-and-the-4040-project/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/05/09/okpebholo-cook-off/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/05/22/julian-velasco-saxophone-winston-choi-piano/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/05/22/julian-velasco-saxophone-winston-choi-piano/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/05/14/mothers-day-requests-2/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/05/10/shabbat-shirah-a-celebration-of-jewish-community-in-chicago/




Heart of Italy, went onstage at Symphony Center with civil rights and living legend
Mavis Staples, premiered the new drama series Ridley, and welcomed back The
Great American Recipe for a second season.

WTTW marked LGBTQ+ Pride Month with new programming including For
the Love of Friends, the moving story of AIDS activist Brent Nicholson Earle; an
American Experience film on Casa Susanna, a welcoming Catskills refuge for cross-
dressing men at a time when the practice was illegal in most of the country; and an
American Masters profile of flamboyant rock ‘n’ roll legend Little Richard, among
other programs.

WEMT also spotlighted LGBTQ+ Pride Month with a Midnight Special program
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A s the fiscal year drew to a close with summer in full swing, WITW viewers bid a
ond farewell to the popular long-running series Endeavour after nine turbulent
seasons that told the story of the conflicted young detective Endeavour Morse and
his friend and mentor Fred Thursday as they solved mysteries while grappling with
their own demons. WTTW also ventured with travel expert Rick Steves into The
that looked back on a seminal event that launched the modern LGBTQ+ rights

movement: the June 1969 Stonewall Uprising. And wfmt.com featured a roundup
of Pride Month music, dance, and events around Chicago, and a feature story on
eight American operas that put LGBTQ+ stories center stage.

In addition, WEMT shared Music and Conversation with violinist Randall Goosby;
welcomed soprano Michelle Areyzaga, pianist Jamie Shaak, and friends to the Levin
Performance Studio for Live from WFMT; showcased 18-year-old oboist Zachary
Allen on Introductions; and celebrated Juneteenth weekend with chamber music
collective D-Composed on Sounds Classical, the new program Let Freedom Ring
hosted and curated by Lara Downes, a dedicated episode of With Heart and Voice,
and the new special Juneteenth: Remembrance and Celebration.
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https://video.wttw.com/show/endeavour/
https://video.wttw.com/show/rick-steves-europe/
https://video.wttw.com/video/mavis-staples-at-symphony-center-chicago-fc7vbm/
https://video.wttw.com/show/ridley/
https://video.wttw.com/show/great-american-recipe/
https://video.wttw.com/show/great-american-recipe/
https://video.wttw.com/show/love-friends/
https://video.wttw.com/show/love-friends/
https://video.wttw.com/video/casa-susanna-kvwect/
https://video.wttw.com/video/little-richard-king-and-queen-of-rock-n-roll-ocx1zu/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/06/24/united-in-pride/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/06/01/chicago-pride-events-for-2023/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/06/01/chicago-pride-events-for-2023/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/06/07/season-finale-music-and-conversation-with-randall-goosby/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/06/05/michelle-areyzaga-soprano-and-jamie-shaak-piano/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/06/17/live-zachary-allen-18-oboe/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/06/17/live-zachary-allen-18-oboe/
https://www.wfmt.com/programs/sounds-classical
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/06/17/let-freedom-ring-a-musical-celebration-of-juneteenth-with-lara-downes/
https://www.wfmt.com/2023/06/19/juneteenth-remembrance-and-celebration/




-LEBRATION 2023

LIVING CURIOUS: AWTTWAND WEMT CELEBRATION
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Chaired by Renée and Lester Crown, Living Curious: A WI'TW and WFMT
Celebration promoted the mission of WTTW and WEMT by highlighting our
core value of curiosity. On May 3, 2023, the organization welcomed 300 guests to

The Field Museum for a cocktail hour, engaging program, and seated dinner.

Guests enjoyed musical performances by two-time Grammy Award-nominated

Imani Winds. The two interviews were rooted in curiosity: one between Chicago
Tonight co-anchor Brandis Friedman and Nick Sheedy, lead genealogist for the PBS
Series, Finding Your Roots; and a second between Geoffrey Baer and artist Nick Cave.

We were pleased to present the WTTW | WEMT Renée Crown Leadership Award
to The Grainger Foundation for their transformational philanthropy to WITW and
WEMT as well as organizations throughout our region.

Living Curious: A WTTW and WEMT Celebration received more than 100 gifts from
business, philanthropic, and civic leaders, raising $1,330,000 in essential general
operating support for WITW and WFMT.
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COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

WTTW and WFMT nhave a unique opportunity to reach beyond our plat-
forms to build personal connections with Chicago’s many communities to en-

rich lives, engage communities, and inspire exploration. In FY2023, WITW host-
ed 100 virtual and in-person screenings and panel discussions that explored pov-
erty, racial inequality, religion, Chicago and world history, and much more. These
events attracted almost 100,000 participants across all categories, including kids
and families. Many of the screenings featured films focusing on Black, Latino,
Asian, Jewish, or Native American people and their stories, including The U.S. and
the Holocaust, Making Black America: Through the Grapevine, Let the Little Light
Shine, Harriett Tubman: Visions of Freedom and Becoming Frederick Douglass,
and The Big Payback. In addition, WTTW hosted previews and discussions of
three original multiplatform productions - Ida B. Wells, The Birth of Gospel, and
FIRSTHAND: Life After Prison. WTTW also strengthened its partnership with PBS
Books by co-hosting three live Facebook events that attracted more than 30,000
viewers.

For kids and families, WTTW continued to offer its free WTTW Kids Learn &
Play series in Cook County Forest Preserves and Chicago Public Library loca-
tions, and with Daniel Tiger and Katerina Kittycat at both Aurora’s and Pilsen’s
Be My Neighbor Day. Nature Cat rolled out WTTW’s newly designed DIY activities
in partnership with Chicago Trees Initiative at three meet and greet events, and
a new online Explore the Outdoors Nature Cat winter camp along with WTTW
Kids monthly activity calendars. WTTW also brought Nature Cat to visit patients
at Lurie Children’s outpatient center. Finally, WTTW’s Nature Cat traveling mu-
seum exhibit Backyard and Beyond engaged kids and families in Springfield,
Massachusetts.

WEMT continued its popular Classical Conversations - in-depth interviews with
renowned classical music composers and performers, hosting two events in con-
junction with the premiere of The U.S. and the Holocaust and Becoming Frederick
Douglass & Harriet Tubman: Visions of Freedom. Guests included Grammy win-
ners conductor James Conlon and musician Johnny Gandelsman as well as
Charles Floyd and baritone Robert Sims, Gold Medalist of the American Traditions
Competition.
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https://interactive.wttw.com/events
https://interactive.wttw.com/events
https://www.facebook.com/wttw11/
https://interactive.wttw.com/kids/learn-and-play
https://interactive.wttw.com/kids/learn-and-play
https://www.wfmt.com/tag/classical-conversations/




FINANCIAL
INFORMATION

FISCAL2023 JULY 1,2022-JUNE 30,2023

(in thousands)

Assets Revenue

Cash and investments $54,461 Direct Public Support and Development $25,855

Accounts and pledges receivable, net 4,682 Underwriting and production sponsorship 6,033

Property and equipment, net 21,871 Program Licensing and Facility Rental 1,396

Other assets 8,427 Federal and state grants 3,272

Total Assets $89,442 Other 8,081
Total Revenue $44,637

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities: Expenses

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $2,363 Programming and production $30,691

Long-term loans payable 7,100 Fundraising 9,230

Other liabilities 6,302 Business Support 4,062

Total Liabilities $15,765 Total Expenses $43,984

Net assets: Increase in Net Assets from Operating Activities $653

Without donor restrictions $35,656

With donor restrictions 38,020

Total Net Assets $73,676

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $89,442

Statement of Activity for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2023; figures subject to rounding.
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Living Curious: AWTTW and WFMT Celebration — dinner at The Field Museum
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Board of Trustees

(as of June 30, 2023)

Chairman

David C. Blowers

Vice Chairmen

Chris E. Abbinante
Renée Crown

Theresa O. Frankiewicz
Mark A. Hoppe

James H. Wooten, Jr.

President

Sandra Cordova Micek

Treasurer/Secretary
Cary McMillan

Trustees

Jessica G. Adams
Philip A. Alphonse
Nicholas Antoine
John W. Ballantine
Robert H. Baum
Norman R. Bobins
Alan A. Brown
William G. Brown
Erin E. Clifford
Robert A. Clifford
Richard W. Colburn
Lewis Collens
Tilden Cummings, Jr.
Sidney Dillard
Hiranda S. Donoghue
Howard S. Dubin
Elizabeth Duncan
Gail M. Elden
James D. Firth
Scott J. Fisher
Esther Franklin

Marshall B. Front
Graham C. Grady
Sandra P. Guthman*
Robert S. Hamada

J. Thomas Hurvis
Loretta L. Julian
Martin J. Koldyke*
Daniel E. Levin
Connie L. Lindsey
David K. Mabie

John W. McCarter, Jr.*
Peter B. McNitt
Alexandra C. Nichols
David R. Olivencia
Mark B. Pinsky

Roger L. Plummer*
Peter B. Pond

Emma Rodriguez-Ayala
Katie J. Rooney
Shirley Welsh Ryan
Rachel Saunders
Gordon Segal
Jennifer Sherman
Robert S. Silver

lan Smith
Christopher P. Valenti
Donna Van Eekeren
Kristin Carlson Vogen
Robert J. Washlow
Raymond Whitacre

Anthony F. Woodside, Jr.

James H. Wooten, Jr.
Elizabeth B. Yntema
David E. Zyer

*Trustee Emeritus

37

Executive Staff
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Sandra Cordova Micek

President and CEO

Officers
Jill Britton
Senior Vice President

Chief Development Officer

Jitin Garg
Vice President

Chief Financial Officer

Anne Gleason
Senior Vice President

Marketing & Interactive Media
Timothy Russell
Vice President

Community Engagement and DEI

Jay T. Smith

News Director and Executive Producer

Chicago Tonight

Shelley Spencer

Vice President

Original Content Production, WTTW

Derrick Young
Vice President

Technology
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Thank You!

All of us at WTTW and WFMT
thank you for your support.




