
Social	Studies	Lesson	for	10Towns	that	Changed	America	–	Towns	Analysis	Worksheet	
	
	

Name_______________________________________	
	
 
Directions:	Use	the	photocopy	of	the	map	of	your	town,	city,	or	community.	With	your	group	
members,	answer	the	following	questions	to	help	you	draw	conclusions	about	the	kind	of	community	
in	which	you	live.	
	

1. What	is	the	name	of	your	city	or	town?______________________________________________________________	
2. What	state	is	it	in?____________________________________________________________________________________	
3. Describe	(to	the	best	of	your	ability)	its	location	(e.g.,	it	is	in	the	southwest	part	of	the	state	

near	the	name	river	or	other	natural	feature).	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

4. Is	your	community	suburban,	rural,	or	urban?		Why?		What	evidence	is	there	on	the	map	that	
supports	your	analysis?________________________________________________________________________________	

	 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

5. What	types	of	streets	exist	in	your	community?	(E.g.,	straight	and	gridded,	or	
curvilinear)______________________________________________________________________________________________	

6. Are	there	parks	in	your	community?__________________________________________________________________	
7. If	so,	are	they	within	the	downtown	or	are	they	on	the	outskirts	of	town?		Are	there	examples	

of	both?		If	so,	list	them.________________________________________________________________________________	
8. Is	there	a	central	business	or	government	area?_____________________________________________________	
9. Are	the	buildings	in	your	community	old	or	new?	Estimate	the	age	range	or	date	range	of	the	

buildings._______________________________________________________________________________________________	
10. Is	it	easy	to	get	around	your	community	on	foot?	__________________________________________________	

o In	a	car?________________________________________________________________________	
o By	public	transportation?	If	yes,	what	type?________________________________	
o On	a	bike_______________________________________________________________________	

11. Is	there	a	major	geological	or	natural	feature	in	your	community?	If	so,	what	is	it	and	how	
does	it	relate	to	your	town?__________________________________________________________________________	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

12. Is	your	town	named	after	a	particular	person?	If	so,	what	do	you	know	about	this	man	or	
woman?_____________________________________________________________________________________________	

13. Do	you	think	your	town	was	planned	or	developed	(grew)	on	its	own	without	a	particular	
plan	in	place?		Why	do	you	think	as	you	do?	Use	evidence	from	the	map.______________________	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

14. If	you	do	think	your	town	was	planned,	do	you	think	it	was	planned	for	a	particular	reason?	If	
so,	what	was	the	reason?_______________________________________________________________________________	

	 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
15. What	else	would	you	like	to	learn	about	your	town?________________________________________________	

	
 


