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Activity: Sorting Baskets

Items Needed

* Three, large laundry baskets for the entire group to use
* Two, additional laundry baskets per group of fewer than 8 children, each containing

exactly the same items (all items in both baskets must be able to be sorted into
three groups of color and three generalized uses)
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Th Activity Prep:
eme 1. Display the set of three empty laundry
Sorting baskets in the front of the room and
two baskets full of the same items for
P each group (e.g., Nerf balls, stuffed
toys, etc.). An adult should deliberately
Com mon Core choose items ahead of time so that they
. can be sorted by either color or use.
Learning Standards
—

for Math:

* The child will classify

objects into given 1.

categories, count the
number of objects in
each category, and
sort the categories by
count. (CCSS.MATH.
CONTENT.K.MD.B.3)
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Activity:

Explain to the children that, in the video
they are about to watch, The Cat in the
Hat, Thing 1, and Thing 2 are going to
remind them that there are many ways
to sort. Play the video. (https://illinois.
pbslearningmedia.org/resource/a-
thing-or-2-about-sorting/the-cat-in-
the-hat-knows-a-lot-about-that/)

Hand out the first basket to each group.
Point out that these objects can be sorted
in many different ways, just like objects

in the video clip.

Tell the groups that each child should
grab an item from their first basket.
First, they are going to sort by color.
Each child should place their item in
the corresponding basket at the front
of the room and sit back down.

Empty the laundry baskets in the front

of the room and set those items aside.
Tell the groups to each grab an item from
their second basket (it can be the same
item as the first time or a different one).
Now, they are going to sort by type of

* Projector, TV, or computer with internet access to show clip

item (e.g., sports items, things you wear,
art supplies, etc.). Each child should place
their item in the corresponding basket at
the front of the room and sit back down.
Praise the children for their good work.

Considerations/
Modifications/
Extension Activities:

* For children that need additional
assistance, have only two, large, empty
baskets in front of the room and objects
in each groups’ baskets that can be
sorted as only one of two colors or uses.



