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Common Core
Learning Standards
for Math:

¢ The child will understand
the relationship
between numbers and
quantities. (CCSS.MATH.
CONTENT.K.CC.B.4)

* The child will count to
answer “how many?”
questions about as
many as 20 things; given
a number from 1-20,
count out that many
objects. (CCSS.MATH.
CONENT.K.CC.B.5)
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Activity: Counting Your Chickens*

Items Needed

* 55 cotton balls for each group of ten children

* One paper bag per child (each will have a number from one to ten written on the bottom
of the bag that will not be revealed to the children until they are told to look)
* Projector, TV, or computer with internet access for clip

Activity Prep:

1. Before the activity, hide 55 cotton balls
for each group of ten children all over the
space where the activity will be taking
place. Cotton balls will represent chickens
in the activity. There can be more than
one “chicken” in one spot, but they should
be scattered throughout the space.

2. Onthe bottom of one bag, write the
numeral “1”; on the bottom of the next
bag, write the numeral “2”; and so on. If
there are more than 10 children, use more
than 10 bags and repeat numbers, or
have the children work in teams. If there
are fewer, give each child more than one
bag. THE WRITING SHOULD BE ON THE
BOTTOM OF THE BAG AND NOT VISIBLE
UNTIL ALL THE BAGS ARE DISTRIBUTED.

Activity:

1. Askthe children what animal makes the
“peep” sound and acknowledge them
when they correctly answer “chicken.” Tell
them that they are now going to watch a
clip from Peg + Cat in which Peg and Cat

have to deal with a problem with chickens.

2. View the “Picking Up Chickens” video
clip. (https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.
org/resource/0dbd108f-aa94-46ec-93a8-
f94fc432120e/picking-up-chickens/)

3. Explain to the children that, like Peg and
Cat, you are “Farmer [insert your name]”
and that you have a big problem! You
have lost your chickens and need help to
find the chickens and bring them home.

Give each child a paper bag and explain
that the number on the bottom of each
child’s bag indicates how many chickens
that child needs to find. To make sure the
children know how many they should find,
go around the room and have the children
identify the numbers on each of their bags.

Get hunting! The children should look
around the room for their assigned
number of chickens. As they search,
remind the children that the goal is to
find only the number of chickens written
on their bag, no more and no fewer.

Gather the children back together as a
group and count out the chickens in each
bag (with any attending adults helping).
If a child collected more or less than

his assigned number, the adult should
take the opportunity to discuss addition
and subtraction, using the concept

of more and less. For example: “Sam
was supposed to collect 10 chickens.

He collected 12 chickens. Is 12 more or
less than 10? What do we need to do to
make sure he has only 10 chickens?”

Thank the children for helping find
the chickens and congratulate them
on solving the problem by playing
the “Problem Solved” song. (https://
illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/
resource/12f9cb05-1336-4671-9c63-
2af666908e00/problem-solved/)

*Lesson adapted from https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/kids-lab-activity-pegpluscat-

counting-gallery/counting-peg-cat/
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Considerations/
Modifications/
Extension Activities:

* For children that need additional
assistance, bring more adults in to help
the activity run smoothly or have children
work in teams.

¢ For more adventurous children, have them
figure out for themselves how to remedy
any issues, e.g., too many “chickens” in a
bag or not enough “chickens” in a bag.



